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§ 96.220 What makes up a safety man-
agement system?

(a) The safety management system
must document the responsible per-
son’s—

(1) Safety and pollution prevention
policy;

(2) Functional safety and operational
requirements;

(3) Recordkeeping responsibilities;
and

(4) Reporting responsibilities.
(b) A safety management system

must also be consistent with the func-
tional standards and performance ele-
ments of IMO Resolution A.741(18).

§ 96.230 What objectives must a safety
management system meet?

The safety management system
must:

(a) Provide for safe practices in ves-
sel operation and a safe work environ-
ment onboard the type of vessel the
system is developed for;

(b) Establish and implement safe-
guards against all identified risks;

(c) Establish and implement actions
to continuously improve safety man-
agement skills of personnel ashore and
aboard vessels, including preparation
for emergencies related to both safety
and environmental protection; and

(d) Ensure compliance with manda-
tory rules and regulations, taking into
account relevant national and inter-
national regulations, standards, codes
and maritime industry guidelines,
when developing procedures and poli-
cies for the safety management sys-
tem.

§ 96.240 What functional requirements
must a safety management system
meet?

The functional requirements of a
safety management system must in-
clude—

(a) A written statement from the re-
sponsible person stating the company’s
safety and environmental protection
policy;

(b) Instructions and procedures to
provide direction for the safe operation
of the vessel and protection of the envi-
ronment in compliance with the appli-
cable U.S. Code of Federal Regulations,
and international conventions to which
the U.S. is a party (SOLAS, MARPOL,
etc.);

(c) Documents showing the levels of
authority and lines of communication
between shoreside and shipboard per-
sonnel;

(d) Procedures for reporting acci-
dents, near accidents, and non-
conformities with provisions of the
company’s and vessel’s safety manage-
ment system, and the ISM Code;

(e) Procedures to prepare for and re-
spond to emergency situations by
shoreside and shipboard personnel;

(f) Procedures for internal audits on
the operation of the company and ves-
sel(s) safety management system; and

(g) Procedures and processes for man-
agement review of company internal
audit reports and correction of non-
conformities that are reported by these
or other reports.

§ 96.250 What documents and reports
must a safety management system
have?

The documents and reports required
for a safety management system under
§ 96.330 or § 96.340 must include the writ-
ten documents and reports itemized in
Table 96.250. These documents and re-
ports must be available to the com-
pany’s shore-based and vessel(s)-based
personnel:

TABLE 96.250.—SAFETY MANAGEMENT SYSTEM DOCUMENTS AND REPORTS

Type of documents and reports Specific requirements

(a) Safety and environmental policy statements ......................... (1) Meet the objectives of § 96.230; and
(2) Are carried out and kept current at all levels of the com-

pany;
(b) Company responsibilities and authority statements .............. (1) The owners name and details of responsibility for operation

of the company and vessel(s);
(2) Name of the person responsible for operation of the com-

pany and vessel(s), if not the owner;
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